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Who are we? 

• National government department 
• Accountable to the minister in the Presidency 
• Mandated to collect information to produce official statistics 
• Activities regulated by the Statistics Act 1999 (Act No 6 of 1999) as amended (Act No. 29 of 2024) 

which provides for independence, oversight by a council, and confidentiality of respondents 
• Stats SA publishes social and economic statistics 



Statistical production system 
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Other data holders 

Statistical production system 



Our products 

https://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/catalogue/Catalogue_of_products_and_publications_Latest.pdf 



1996 Traditional face-to-face census visiting 
households with paper questionnaire 

2001 Census enumerators visiting 
households with paper questionnaire  
 2011 Traditional face-to-face census visiting 

households with paper questionnaire, 
Questionnaire scanning  
 

2022 100% digital, multi-mode 
options of data collection: 

  
• Face to face (CAPI) 
• Telephonic (CATI) 
• Web-based (CAWI) 
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Image Credit: 
https://www.uneca.org/events/data-and-
statistics/experience-sharing-on-the-
modernization-and-use-of-administrative-data 

Road to a Digital Census 



Monitor your fieldwork…. + Modes Concurrently 
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/284b5bc2-d4c2-4339-ac4b-7b524970e44f/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


KEY CENSUS 2022 INNOVATIONS 

•Localised 
Recruitment 

with 
Integrated 

Google 
Maps and 

Coordinates 

Budget 
Tracking 
System 

Vehicle 
Tracking 
Systems 

Inhouse 
CAPI 

Systems 

Dashboard 
Reporting 
Systems 

Fieldworker 
Verification 

System 

This was South Africa’s first digital census with real time, 
computer aided data collection using hand held devices 



South Africa’s Population 
on 2 February 2022  

62 027 503 

Mid-Year 
Population 
Estimates 
2025 



Towards 2031 

2031 Digital Census 



What's on the horizon? 
Predictive Analytics and Early Warning Systems 

Automated Anomaly Detection 

Natural Language Processing (NLP) for Queries and Insights 

Intelligent Resource Optimization 

Use of administrative records  

Deployment of Drones for Geo-Frame Updating 

QR Codes for fieldworker verification 



Key aspects of the 2031 Digital Census 

Online Platforms: 

Respondents can 
complete 

questionnaires via 
websites or mobile 
apps, allowing for 
self-enumeration 
and reducing the 

need for in-person 
interviews.  

Mobile Devices: 

Fieldworkers willl 
use tablets to collect 

data in the field, 
streamlining the 

process and 
enabling real-time 

data entry and 
transfer.  

Data Analytics: 

Advanced tools will 
be used to analyze 

census data, 
providing insights 

into demographics, 
social conditions, 

and economic 
trends.  

Reduced Costs: 

Digital methods will 
lower the costs vs 
traditonal census 

Improved Accuracy: 

Digital tools can 
minimize errors 
associated with 

manual data entry 
and improve the 

overall quality of the 
collected data.  

Real-time Data: 

Data can be 
collected and 

processed in real-
time, enabling 

quicker analysis and 
reporting.  

Big Data and Data 
science: 

Using big data 
sources like MPD 

(Mobile Phone Data) 
as a means to count 

people will be 
potentially a game 

changer in the 
future.  



Using  Big/Admin data to improve our planning & preparatory activities for the 2031 digital census 
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Hosted NPDO Artefacts 
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The Global Platform lives in the Cloud.. 
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Task Team of the UN Committee of Experts on Big Data and Data Science for Official Statistics 
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https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/task-teams/mobile-phone/ 



facebook.com/StatsSA twitter.com/StatsSA statssa.gov.za 

Census 2022 

Thank you! 
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