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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES OF CIS COUNTRIES FOR OVERCOMING VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN AND GIRLS. ASSESSMENT OF THE NEED FOR OFFICIAL STATISTICAL 
INFORMATION TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES 
 

Violence against women is a global problem that 
knows no cultural, geographical, religious, social, or 
economic boundaries 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – Target 5.2: 
Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in 
public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual 
and other types of exploitation 



In 2022, the Interstate Statistical Committee of the CIS prepared the 
“Review of International Approaches to the Statistical Study of 
Violence Against Women and Children” (the material is available on 
the CIS Statcommittee website). 
Basis: recommendations of the UN, WHO, UNICEF, UNECE, as well 
as materials provided to the CIS Statcommittee by the national 
statistical services (NSS) of the CIS member states 
. 

The material was reviewed at a meeting with specialists from the 
national statistical services of the CIS member states (November 
2022, online format) 

The objective is to prepare methodological 
recommendations and tools for the statistical 
measurement of violence against women and girls 





• 5.2.1 
Proportion of ever-partnered women 
and girls aged 15 years and older 
subjected to physical, sexual or 
psychological violence by a current 
or former intimate partner in the 
previous 12 months, by form of 
violence and by age. 
 

• 5.2.2 
Proportion of women and girls aged 15 
years and older subjected to sexual 
violence by persons other than an 
intimate partner in the previous 12 
months, by age and place of 
occurrence 
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At the international level, 
there is a recognized lack 
of data for monitoring 
indicators 5.2.1 and 5.2.2 
in the countries of the 
Central Eurasian region. 
This issue has been 
highlighted in reports by 
UN Women 



The lack of high-quality statistical 
survey data is noted in the 
publication "Monitoring of 
Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) Indicators in the CIS Region" 
(2022), which presents data for 
indicator 5.2.1 from four CIS 
countries, and for indicator 5.2.2 
from three CIS countries 



Types of Surveys Conducted by Countries on the Issue of 
Violence Against Women 

All types of surveys are conducted in the CIS countries  
The surveys on violence against women carried out by CIS countries have a number of limitations: 

• They are not conducted by all countries; 
• They are not conducted regularly, which makes it impossible to analyze the situation over time; 
• They lack methodological consistency, making international data comparison within the CIS 

impossible 
These limitations are present in most countries. 

 



Recommendations on statistical measurement of violence against women 
and girls have been proposed for CIS countries, ensuring comparability of 
data between CIS countries and with other countries worldwide 
 

Main stages of 
planning a 
sample 
statistical 
survey on the 
issue of 
violence 
against women 
and girls 



The purpose of statistical measurement of violence against women and girls 

The purpose of statistical measurement of violence against women and girls is to 
quantitatively assess the prevalence of specific forms of violence experienced by women and 
girls in the country over a certain period of time: in the recent past (the last 12 months) 
and/or during their lifetime. 
As a result of conducting statistical measurement of violence against women and girls, the 
following objectives are achieved: 

1. Obtaining quantitative characteristics of both the current level of violence and the lifetime 
experience of violence. 

2. Providing comprehensive and reliable statistical data necessary for the development of 
policies ultimately aimed at eradicating violence against women and girls. 

3. This includes measuring violence against women and girls in all its forms and 
manifestations; ensuring the consistency of these data with the results of other 
surveys on socio-demographic issues 
 



  Data Sources 
 

Survey Data 
 
 
Many (but not all) forms of 
violence against women can 
be measured with sufficient 
reliability through household 
sample surveys. 

Administrative Data 
 
For example, data collection on 
trafficking in women, violence against 
women in situations of armed conflict, 
and violence against women that 
results in death (such as dowry-related 
deaths, honor killings, femicide, and 
female infanticide) is the least 
accessible for statistical measurement 
based on the sample survey method 



  Target Group and Unit of Observation in the Sample Survey on Violence Against 
Women and Girls 

The target group consists of 
women aged 18–74 living in private 
households, as well as girls aged 15–18 
who are married or in intimate 
relationships with partners, provided 
they voluntarily agree to answer the 
questionnaire and all legal and 
organizational issues ensuring the 
voluntariness and safety of their 
participation in the survey, as well as 
the necessary and sufficient 
requirements of ethics and 
confidentiality, are addressed 

The unit of observation is the 
private household and household 
members—women aged 15 and 
older, as well as women younger 
than 15 who are married or have 
sexual partners who are members 
of the household 



Observed Indicators: Core and Additional 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Main Variables: 
 
A. Indicators of committed violence by 
type: 

1. Physical violence 
2. Sexual violence 
3. Psychological violence (including cyber-

violence) 
4. Economic violence 

B. Attitudes toward violence among 
women 
C. Reporting to authorities/seeking help 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Additional variables: 
• Severity of violence 
• Relationship between victim and 

perpetrator 
• Frequency of violence 
• Location of the incident 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indicators Reflected in the Questionnaire 



Cyberviolence 
 

•Cyberstalking 
•Cyberharassment 
•Cyberbullying 
•Hate speech 
•Distribution / threats to 
distribute intimate images 

  
 



Personal characteristics of respondents 
 

A. Main 
• Marital/family 

status 
• Age 
 

B. Additional 
 

• Age at first marriage 
• Level of education and 

literacy 
• Economic activity status 
• Place of residence 
• Ethnicity 
• Religion 
• Language 

 

C. Personal characteristics 
of intimate partners 

• Age 
• Level of education and 

literacy 
• Economic activity status 
• Alcohol or drug abuse 
• Whether the partner 

witnessed or experienced 
violence in their childhood 
family 



Data collection methods 
 

1. Interviewer-administered 
methods 

• Computer-assisted 
personal interview (CAPI) 

• Paper-and-pencil 
interview (PAPI) 

• Computer-assisted 
telephone interview 
(CATI) 

 

2. Self-administered methods 

•  Self-completed paper 
questionnaires (mail survey) 

• Self-completed questionnaires 
on a disk (CD or USB flash 
drive), as well as questionnaires 
posted online using the CAWI 
method. 

3. Mixed methods. 
Computer-assisted self-
interviewing (CASI) 

 With a sufficient level of 
computer literacy, the 
most appropriate 
approach is to 
implement computer-
assisted self-interviewing 
(CASI) within the CAPI 
method 

The CASI method eliminates interviewer effects and 
reduces anxiety, as well as the influence of third parties 



A Toolkit for the Statistical Measurement of Violence Against Women and 
Girls has been developed, including: 
 
1. Questionnaire template 
 
2. Methodological guidelines 
 
 

The questions in the questionnaire are grouped as 
follows: 

• R – Information about family ties and other 
relationships of the respondent 

• V – Violence by a partner 
• N – Violence by a non-partner 
• C – Cyber violence 
• Z – Completion of the survey 

  



METHODOLOGICAL NOTES FOR COMPLETING 
THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
• Sequence of questionnaire sections 
• Translation of questionnaires 
• Filters 
• Control questions 
• Attention to the type of perpetrator 
• Relationship between the perpetrator and the victim 
• Questions about the frequency of violence 
• Method of conducting the interview 

 



Thank you for your attention! 
 
 

ZarovaEV@develop.mos.ru 
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