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Выступающий
Заметки для презентации
Let me begin by reminding us that this work is taking place under the Conference of European Statisticians, our governing body in the intergovernmental structure of the UNECE.

Its members are heads of national statistical offices. The Conference holds a plenary session in June every year. It is one of the oldest statistical bodies globally which had its first Conference as early as in 1928.

Membership of the Conference extends beyond the countries of UNECE and include all OECD countries and a few others. Altogether, about 65 countries participate regularly. 

The steering body of the Conference is its Bureau where most of the operation decisions are taken. We also have several international organizations which are the observers at the Bureau :  CISSTAT, Eurostat, OECD, and UNICEF– which ensures coordination of international statistical work.

The Bureau defines the work programmes, reviews and approve reports and gives direction of work in new emerging areas. 

Specifically, the work on statistics on children under the CES began in October 2019 when the Bureau requested the UNECE Secretariat together with the UNICEF to develop a work plan on this topic. This led to the establishment of a CES task force in 2020 and the preparation of the CES Guidance on Statistics on Children, which was endorsed at the 70th CES plenary session in June 2022.
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• 3 areas: 
• Children exposed to violence 
• Children in alternative care 
• Children with disabilities 

 

• First UNECE/UNICEF Expert Meeting on 
Statistics on Children (Geneva, 4-6 March 
2024) 

• Establishment of Steering Group of Statistics on 
Children 

Выступающий
Заметки для презентации
Guidance document published:
October 2022

The UNECE report on Statistics on Children examines how countries in our region measure the situation of children, particularly those in vulnerable circumstances, such as children exposed to violence, in alternative care, or with disabilities. 

It reviews practices across more than 40 countries and identifies important data gaps, inconsistencies in definitions, and challenges in ensuring that the most vulnerable children are properly reflected in official statistics.

In response, the report puts forward sixteen practical recommendations including designating a national focal point for child and youth statistics, strengthening coordination between national statistical offices and line ministries and improving alignment with relevant SDG indicators and global frameworks.

Following the recommendations, a Steering Group under the CES was established to take this work forward, including developing a minimum set of child-related indicators for the region. 



Timeline of developing the minimum set of indicators 

Nov-Dec 2024 

•Identifying and 
engaging experts 
on the focus 
areas 

Jan-Jul 2025 

•Preparing an 
inventory of 
existing 
indicators 

Sep 2025-Feb 2026 

•Selecting and 
categorizing 
indicators 

•Country 
consultation 

Mar 2026 

•Discussion at the 
meeting on 
Statistics on 
Children 

3 

Apr-Sep 2026 

• Completing 
report, incl. 
selection of 
indicators, 
methodology, 
data sources 

Oct 2026 

• Discussion 
and review of 
report by the 
CES Bureau 

Feb-Apr 2027 

• Consultation 
among CES 
countries and 
organizations  

Jun 2027 

• Expected 
endorsement 
of indicators 
by the CES 
plenary 

Выступающий
Заметки для презентации
The Steering Group Chair: Dafna Statistics Canada

22 members
7 countries (Canada, Finland, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, UK, US)
4 international organizations (Eurostat, OECD, UNICEF, UNECE)

3 workstreams
VAC (Italy)
Children in alternative care (Canada)
Children with disabilities (Italy, Ireland)




Progress 

• Identification of existing indicators and discussion on a 
minimum set of 5 per topic 

• Development of meta data 

• Country consultation (Nov 2025- Jan 2026) 
• 34 countries responded (61%) 
• 3 topic areas + mental health 
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Выступающий
Заметки для презентации
Workstreams stocktake existing indicators, identify maximum 5 per topic

Detailed metadata draft with preferred data source, tiered disaggregations, frameworks, limitations

Whether producing (source, frequency, disaggregation, frameworks)
If not, why not
What change is needed to produce
Possible to implement as described

Acceptable minimum set? 




Country consultation responses received 

Azerbaijan Belarus Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Bulgaria Canada Croatia 

Cyprus Czechia Finland France Georgia Germany 

Greece Hungary Ireland Italy Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan 

Latvia Lithuania Mexico Poland Portugal Republic of 
Moldova 

Romania Russian 
Federation Slovakia Spain Sweden Switzerland 

Türkiye United Kingdom Ukraine United States 
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Country consultation responses received 
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Indicator selection 
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• Guided by UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) and 
SDG. Taking into consideration existing global frameworks and 
widely-used tools for each focus area. 

• Selection guided by feasibility, policy relevance and 
aspirations collectively identified through country 
consultation, discussion at the in-person meeting and 
experience in SG members. 



Finalization of the minimum set of indicators 
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Indicator type Indicator name 

Violent killing Number of victims of intentional homicide per 100,000 population, by sex and age 
Physical 
violence 

Proportion of children aged 1-17 years who experienced any physical punishment by 
caregivers in the past month 

Psychological 
violence 

Proportion of children aged 1–17 years who experienced any psychological 
aggression by caregivers in the past month 

Sexual violence 
Proportion of young women and men aged 18-29 years who experienced sexual 
violence by age 18 

Bullying 
Proportion of adolescents aged 10-17 years who experienced any physical and/or 
psychological bullying from peers in the last 12 months, including 
cyberbullying/technology-facilitated bullying 

Violence against children 

Note: Finalization of indicators is still ongoing, and the above list is subject to change 



Finalization of the minimum set of indicators 
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Indicator type Indicator name 
Stock/population Rate of children in alternative care 
Stock/population Percentage of children in alternative care by placement type 
Flow/population Rate of entry into alternative care 
Flow/population Rate of exits from alternative care 
Exit/discharge/per
manency outcome 

Primary reason for leaving alternative care 

Children in alternative care 

Note: Finalization of indicators is still ongoing, and the above list is subject to change 
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Indicator type Indicator name 
Prevalence, 
demographic 

Proportion of children aged 2-17 years with disabilities 

Material 
conditions 

Children with disabilities who live in households below the national poverty line 

Unmet medical 
needs and barriers 

Proportion of children aged 2-17 years with disabilities who, during the last 12 
months, have unmet medical needs 

Education 
Proportion of children with disabilities aged below 18 years attending school 
(ISCED 0-3) 

Assistive 
technology 

Proportion of children with disabilities in need of assistive technology who lack 
access to it 

Children with disabilities 

Note: Finalization of indicators is still ongoing, and the above list is subject to change 



Proposal: measuring mental health of children 

• CES Bureau in October 2024 flagged measuring the mental health 
of children as an additional area for the Steering Group to 
consider 

• Country consultation on mental health of children and discussion 
at the meeting of Experts on Statistics on Children. 

• Develop a proposal for methodological work on measuring mental 
health of children 

• Explore the possibility of establishing a dedicated task force on 
this topic 
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Выступающий
Заметки для презентации
Collecting and disseminating on mental health of children
Mental illness/ mental well-being/ both / neither
Consider joining – 14 countries incl. Georgia, Russia, Moldova



Thank you! 
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